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INTRODUCTION 


In  grateful  recognition  of  the  manifold  blessings  of  God  during  the 
seventy-five  years  of  its  existence,  St.  Paul’s  congregation  resolved  to  erect  a 
new  house  of  worship,  as  a  thank-offering  to  God.  This  new  sanctuary  was 
to  be  finished  in  1936,  the  Diamond  Jubilee  Year  of  the  congregation.  How¬ 
ever,  the  work  was  delayed  and  not  until  this  time  are  we  privileged  to  see 
the  completion  of  the  work  begun  in  November  1935. 

To  mark  the  occasion  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  congregation,  April 
14,  1936  and  to  commemorate  the  dedication  of  the  new  church,  April  18,  1937, 
this  historical  sketch  of  old  St.  Paul’s  and  a  description  of  the  new  church  is 
herewith  presented. 


ALL  GLORY  TO  GOD. 


“O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good.”  Psalm  118:1. 


ORIGIN 

St.  Paul’s  Church  traces  its  origin  to  the  Grabau  emigration  from  Pom- 
merania,  Germany.  This  emigration  took  place  because  the  people  desired 
to  escape  the  persecutions  of  a  tyrannical  government,  which  did  not  permit 
them  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  conscience.  In  1843 
the  congregations  of  Pastor  Ehrenstrom,  who  was  imprisoned  in  Germany 
because  of  his  faith,  came  to  Niagara  County  and  formed  the  settlement  of 
Walmore,  New  Bergholz,  and  Martinsville.  About  thirty  families  settled 
along  the  canal  here  in  Martinsville  in  September,  1843.  Five  or  six  log 
houses,  containing  one  room  each,  were  built  before  winter  set  in,  each 
housing  from  four  to  six  families. 

These  early  settlers  built  a  temporary  church  of  six-inch  oak  planks, 
sawed  by  hand.  They  called  this  settlement  Martinsville,  in  honor  of  the 
great  Reformer,  Martin  Luther,  and  the  frame  church  built  in  1846  was 
named  St.  Martini  Church.  In  1861  a  division  occurred  and  the  present 
St.  Paul’s  congregation  was  formed. 


A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  CONGREGATION 

The  corporate  history  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Martinsville,  began  with  a 
service  and  a  meeting  held  on  April  14,  1861.  It  was  conducted  by  Pastor 
Hugo  Hanser  of  St.  Johannesburg,  at  the  call  of  a  group  of  people  who  had 
withdrawn  from  Martini  Church  (Buffalo  Synod)  of  this  place.  After  the 
doctrinal  differences  between  the  Missouri  and  Buffalo  synods  were  dis¬ 
cussed  in  this  meeting,  fourteen  men,  heads  of  families,  declared  their 
intention  to  organize  a  congregation,  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor 
Hanser,  and  to  affiliate  with  the  Missouri  Synod.  The  names  of  these 
fourteen  men,  the  founders  of  the  congregation,  are: 

Friedrich  Wilke  Friedrich  Fuellner 

Wilhelm  F.  Fritz  Friedrich  Dornfeld 

Christian  F.  Fritz  Martin  Groszenick 

Carl  Sahr  Martin  Bahnemann 

Johann  Kruse  Gottlieb  Grimm 

Carl  Meisner  Ludwig  Grimm 

Johann  Beitz  Gottlieb  Heller 

The  first  service  of  the  newly  organized  congregation  was  held  in  the 
home  of  a  member,  Johann  Kruse.  After  that  they  met  in  the  second  story 
hall  of  a  hotel  owned  by  another  member,  Martin  Bahnemann.  This 
building  was  located  at  Lockport  Avenue  and  Falls  Boulevard,  and  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1928. 

The  congregation  met  not  only  for  regular  Sunday  worship  and  mid¬ 
week  service,  but  it  tried  to  carry  out  the  full  Lutheran  order — three  days 
at  the  chief  festivals,  and  the  Apostles’  days  and  the  Ember  days  were  kept 
as  well  as  days  of  Humiliation  and  Prayer.  They  tried  to  carry  out  the  admonition 
of  St.  Paul:  “Let  the  Word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly.’’  (Col.  3,  16.) 


“This  stone,  which  I  have  set  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God’s  house.” 


Gen.  28:22. 
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That  Pastor  Hanser  of  St.  Johannesburg,  besides  taking  care  of  his 
own  charge,  should  conduct  all  these  services  was  impossible,  even  with 
the  help  of  Pastor  Dulitz  of  Buffalo,  who  assisted  with  some  of  the  work. 
Moreover,  the  roads  were  in  a  frightful  state,  blocked  with  snow  in  winter 
and  bottomless  with  mud  in  spring.  Consequently,  the  congregation  pro¬ 
ceeded  at  once  to  appoint  Johann  Gottlieb  Grimm,  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  as  lay-reader.  He  was  also  made  a  “Vorsaenger,”  an  important 
office  in  those  days  when  our  churches  lacked  even  a  reed  organ. 

In  the  second  meeting,  May  12,  1861,  the  congregation  discussed  the 
question  of  a  parish  school  and  in  the  third  meeting  the  lay-reader,  Johann 
Grimm,  was  hired  to  take  the  position  as  teacher  at  a  salary  of  $8.00  per 
month.  In  this  same  meeting  the  congregation  extended  a  call  to  Pastor 
Dulitz  of  Buffalo,  directed  its  elders  to  go  to  Buffalo  and  present  the  call 
to  him  and  request  his  congregation  to  permit  its  pastor  to  accept  and 
come  to  St.  Paul’s.  All  this  in  three  meetings.  There  was  no  Mission 
Board  in  those  days  to  back  them.  Surely,  they  did  not  lack  courage. 

They  did  not  stop  there.  In  their  fourth  meeting  they  resolved  to 
have  a  collection  every  quarter  “for  the  needs  of  synod.” 

January  6,  1862,  they  elected  three  trustees,  Martin  Bahnemann,  Johann 
Kruse,  and  Christian  Fritz. 


BUILDING  OF  A  CHURCH 

In  this  same  meeting,  January  6,  the  congregation  resolved  to  purchase 
a  piece  of  land  from  Brother  Fuellner,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
church.  They  must  have  proceeded  to  build  at  once,  for  in  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting  of  April  22  we  read,  “that  the  carpenters  are  to  proceed 
with  their  work  of  church  building.”  In  the  next  meeting  arrangements 
were  made  to  borrow  $600.00.  They  also  spoke  for  the  first  time  of  incor¬ 
poration.  On  the  7th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  August  3,  the  new  St.  Paul’s 
Church  was  dedicated.  Pastor  F.  H.  Th.  Ruhland  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  The  building  was  not  quite  completed,  for  on  August  10,  we  find 
the  congregation  discussing  whether  or  not  the  carpenters  shall  work 
another  week,  build  some  benches,  and  so  far  complete  the  steeple  as  to 

protect  it  against  damage  through  rain. 

Pastor  Dulitz  who  declined  the  call  to  St.  Paul’s,  continued  to  aid 
Pastor  Hanser  most  faithfully  in  his  work.  He  came  from  Buffalo  every 
four  weeks  on  Communion  Sunday  and  stayed  at  the  home  of  Mr.  William 

Fritz. 

On  February  11,  1863,  a  constitution  was  adopted,  “after  it  had  been 
translated  by  Pastor  Hanser  from  English  into  German,”  and  the  trustees 
were  directed  to  “incorporate  the  church  property.”  For  some  reason  this 

was  not  done. 

The  people  were  poor.  They  had  small  farms,  most  of  them  not  cleared. 
Some  of  them,  heads  of  families  drafted  for  war,  had  assumed  a  debt  of 
$500.00  to  pay  as  bounty  for  a  substitute.  Most  of  them  had  no  other 


“I  have  built  thee  an  house  to  live  in.”  1  Kings  8:13. 
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source  of  income  besides  their  farms.  The  only  industry  at  the  time  was 
a  saw  mill.  The  average  wage  was  $1.00  per  day.  They  speak  of  hard 
times  (“harte  und  teure  Zeiten”).  That  was  in  1864  and  1865,  at  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War. 

Despite  its  poverty,  St.  Paul’s  not  only  determined  to  call  its  own 
pastor,  at  a  salary  of  $400.00,  but  it  also  resolved  to  build  a  parsonage.  The 
minutes  read,  “Thereupon  deliberations  respecting  the  building  of  a  par¬ 
sonage  were  taken  up  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  a  parsonage 
30  x  22  feet  shall  be  built.” 

A  Building  Committee  of  seven,  the  brethren  Kruse,  Fuellner,  Linde- 
mann,  and  Friedrich  with  three  trustees  was  appointed.  The  brethren 
Kruse,  Grosskopf,  J.  Fritz,  Steinecke,  Bahnemann,  and  Sahr  promised  to 
donate  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lumber.  They  hauled  the  logs  to  the 
mill  of  Christian  Fritz  who  sawed  them  without  charge.  Each  head  of  a 
family  was  to  work  six  days  on  the  house.  John  Babel  was  appointed  as 
builder  and  received  wages. 

With  all  this,  a  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  meeting  of  March  29, 
1866,  in  response  to  a  circular  from  Prof.  Walther  “to  bring  a  generous 
offering  for  the  needs  of  synod,”  and  in  the  same  meeting  a  sister  con¬ 
gregation  (“an  der  Ridge”)  was  granted  permission  to  hold  a  house  to 
house  collection  for  its  church  building. 

The  people  were  generous  and,  in  spite  of  being  poor,  went  bravely 
ahead.  They  aided  a  poor  student  of  the  congregation  who  studied  for  the 
ministry.  They  held  a  collection  three  successive  Sundays  for  a  congre¬ 
gation  in  Baltimore,  which  was  building  a  church.  And  then  on  top  of 
this  they  decide  and  call  Pastor  Dulitz  who  declined  and  advised  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  maintain  its  connection  with  St.  Johnsburg.  Pastor  Hanser 
took  occasion  to  admonish  the  congregation  to  give  up  the  idea  of  calling 
a  pastor.  The  congregation  was  not  strong  enough  to  support  a  pastor  and 
teacher.  Pastors  were  scarce  and  missionary  demands  pressing.  “Never¬ 
theless  the  congregation  held  that  it  should  make  another  effort  and  called 
Pastor  Engelder.” 

In  the  meantime  a  “split”  had  taken  place  in  Martini  congregation. 
That  part  of  the  congregation  which  considered  itself  the  Martini  Church 
was  served  by  Pastor  Weinbach,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Bergholz  congre¬ 
gation.  The  other  part  was  served  by  Pastor  Gram  and  is  the  present 
Martini  Church  of  this  place.  After  the  “Buffalo  Colloquim,”  which  was 
held  November  20  to  December  5,  1866,  Pastor  Weinbach  and  that  portion 

of  Martini  Church  which  he  served,  decided  to  sever  connections  with  the 
Buffalo  synod. 

After  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  Councils  of  St.  Paul’s  congregation 
and  Pastor  Weinbach’s  congregation,  a  union  of  the  two  congregations  was 
effected  on  January  5,  1867.  St.  Paul’s  congregation  assembled  before  its 
church  on  Epiphany  Sunday  and  there  awaited  Pastor  Weinbach’s  congre¬ 
gation.  The  members  of  this  congregation  came  in  solemn  procession  and 


“We  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord.” 


2  Cor.  4:5. 


were  welcomed  most  heartily  into  St.  Paul’s  congregation.  The  two  trus¬ 
tees  of  Pastor  Weinbach’s  congregation  were  elected  trustees  of  St.  Paul’s. 
These  newcomers  held  title  to  our  present  school  lot  which  now  became  the 
property  of  St.  Paul’s  congregation.  A  business  meeting  of  the  joint  con¬ 
gregations  was  held  on  the  same  day.  Both,  Pastors  Weinbach  and  Hanser, 
were  present.  It  was  agreed  that  both  were  to  serve  the  congregation.  A 
teacher,  Christian  Rosseau,  was  called.  His  salary  was  fixed  at  $275.00, 
of  which  $50.00  was  for  janitor  service. 

The  school,  which  stood  where  the  present  parsonage  stands,  was  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  auction,  January,  1867,  since  the  congre¬ 
gation  had  now  acquired  the  new  school  property.  The  parsonage,  which 
had  been  built  on  the  other  side  of  the  church,  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  after  the  school  building  was  moved. 

In  the  next  meeting  the  congregation  again  discussed  the  plan  to  call 
a  pastor  of  their  own.  Forty-seven  voters  were  present  at  the  meeting 
and  decided  to  call  Prof.  Schmidt,  who  also  declined  the  call.  February 
18,  the  congregation  called  Pastor  Arndt  and  in  the  same  meeting  decided 
to  purchase  a  bell.  The  cost  of  the  bell  was  $235.55.  This  same  bell  has 
been  moved  into  our  new  church.  For  seventy  years  it  has  called  our 
people  to  worship. 

The  members  of  St.  Paul’s  were  full  of  hope  and  courage.  They  write, 
“Since  there  is  expectation  of  a  pastor  soon  coming,  Resolved  to  complete 
the  building  of  the  parsonage.’’ 

The  parsonage  was  being  plastered  and  hurried  toward  completion. 
Easter  came  and  went  and  still  the  congregation  had  no  resident  pastor, 
as  Pastor  Arndt  declined  the  call  sent  to  him.  The  people  were  beginning 
to  feel  a  little  discouraged  and  so  resolved  to  defer  action  until  after 
synod,  which  was  to  meet  in  St.  Johnsburg.  During  synod  Pastor  J.  C. 
Renz  preached  at  Martinsville  and  so  on  September  8,  1867,  St.  Paul  s  votes 
to  call  Pastor  Renz  as  their  pastor.  This  call  was  accepted. 

THE  FIRST  MINISTRY 

Pastor  Renz  was  installed  November  17,  1867.  Pastor  Renz  was  an 
organizer  and  a  good  business  manager,  energetic,  active,  conscientious,  a 
most  competent  and  prudent  man.  He  ordered  the  finances,  arranged  for  a 
semi-annual  audit  and  report,  gathered  funds  to  pay  for  the  parsonage, 
encouraged  collections  for  synodical  purposes. 

Pastor  Hanser,  the  first  Missouri  synod  pastor  in  Niagara  County,  was 
called  to  Baltimore  in  1867,  so  St.  Johnsburg  asked  the  new  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  to  serve  them  during  the  vacancy.  He  also  preached  and  ordered 
affairs  “at  the  Ridge.’’  In  1868  he  organized  Immanuel  congregation  in 

Tonawanda. 

The  congregation  experienced  a  steady  growth  in  membership  and  a 
steady  improvement  in  finances.  The  improvement  of  the  church  property 


“We  speak;  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our  hearts.’’  1  1  hess.  2:4. 


went  steadily  forward.  The  people  were  always  doing  something,  always 
ready  to  work,  always  looking  ahead  and  pushing  forward. 

They  collected  diligently  for  synodical  purposes.  In  their  meetings 
they  discussed  such  doctrines  as  “The  Church  and  the  Ministry,”  “Usury.” 

Pastor  Renz  persuaded  and  instructed  the  congregation  with  great 
pains  and  patience  to  revise,  approve,  and  adopt  its  constitution.  This 
work  was  not  completed  until  February  19,  1871,  just  before  Pastor  Renz 
left.  Even  then  the  congregation  did  not  proceed  to  incorporate,  although 
the  matter  was  frequently  discussed. 

December  26,  the  congregation  discusses  a  call  received  by  their  pastor. 
After  vainly  trying  to  keep  Pastor  Renz,  he  is  permitted  to  accept  the 
call  extended  to  him  by  the  congregation  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  His  pastorate 
proved  of  great  blessing  to  the  congregation,  for  under  his  guidance  the 
Christian  character  of  the  congregation  had  been  strengthened  and  its 
Christian  knowledge  deepened.  Before  a  new  pastor  was  procured,  the 
congregation  also  lost  its  teacher  who  accepted  a  call  to  New  Orleans. 


THE  SECOND  PERIOD 

The  second  period  of  the  history  of  St.  Paul’s  congregation  is  covered 
by  the  pastorates  of  Her,  Kolbe,  and  Heid,  a  period  of  about  ten  years. 
Pastor  Renz  signed  the  constitution  with  the  elders  February  19,  and  then 
left  for  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

A  letter  of  acceptance  from  Pastor  Her  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  was  read 
in  the  meeting  of  July  2,  1872.  Teacher  Will  of  Trinity  congregation, 
Buffalo,  was  called  and  entered  the  service  of  St.  Paul’s  at  about  the  same 
time. 

In  the  first  meeting  of  the  congregation  which  Pastor  Her  attended, 
a  request  is  presented  on  the  part  of  several  brethren  at  Lockport,  that  he 
be  permitted  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  them.  He  was  given  permission  to 
serve  them.  On  August  9,  Pastor  Her  reports  that  the  little  congregation 
at  Lockport  had  called  him  to  serve  it  as  “Filial.”  The  consideration  of 
this  matter  was  postponed  until  the  next  meeting.  A  week  later  it  was 
resolved  that  Pastor  Her  is  to  go  to  Lockport  every  fourth  Sunday  and 
serve  the  brethren  at  that  place  with  Word  and  Sacrament.  The  sum  of 
$50.00  promised  him  for  his  trouble,  the  congregation  resolved  “to  leave  to 
the  pastor.” 

In  the  second  meeting  attended  by  Pastor  Her,  he  made  an  effort  to 
introduce  a  new  mode  of  preparation  for  Communion.  The  people  were 
accustomed  to  meet  on  Saturday  afternoon  for  preparatory  service  and 
private  confession.  The  congregation  took  no  action. 

There  is  a  constant  growth  in  membership.  There  was  seldom  a 
meeting  at  which  one  or  more  members  were  not  received.  Pastor  J.  Her 
was  eminently  gifted  as  a  missionary. 


-i 


“Ye  are  God’s  husbandry,  ye  are  God’s  building.” 


1  Cor.  3:9. 


August  4,  1872,  Teacher  Will  resigns  and  November  18,  1872,  the 
congregation  gave  a  temporary  appointment  to  Julius  Koehler  at  a  salary 
of  $6.00  per  week.  He  taught  about  four  months. 

A  meeting  is  held  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  Lent.  In  this  meeting  the 
congregation  appointed  Brother  Albert  Dornfeld  teacher  of  St.  Paul’s  with 
a  salary  of  $325.00  per  year. 

January  6,  Epiphany  Sunday,  the  congregation  grants  Pastor  Her  a 
release  to  a  congregation  in  Liberty,  N.  Y. 

During  the  vacancy  the  question  of  again  uniting  St.  Paul’s  into  a 
parish  with  St.  Johnsburg  came  up.  The  congregation,  however,  decided 
to  call.  During  this  time  the  two  separate  treasuries  for  pastor’s  salary 
and  school  fund  were  consolidated  into  one  treasury. 


The  congregation  succeeded  in  getting  Pastor  Otto  Kolbe  of  East 
Boston  to  accept  their  call.  About  six  months  after  he  came,  he  persuaded 
the  congregation  to  incorporate  and  to  elect  five  trustees.  In  1875  the  con¬ 
gregation  passed  a  resolution  to  build  a  cellar  under  the  teacher’s  dwelling 
at  a  cost  of  $200.00-$250.00.  For  want  of  funds,  this  resolution  was  not 
carried  out. 

October  15,  1877,  Pastor  Kolbe  presented  a  call  from  Independence, 
Ohio.  After  receiving  the  call  for  the  third  time,  he  declared  his  intention 
to  accept. 

On  February  10,  1877,  Pastor  Paul  Heid  was  called.  He  accepted  the 

call. 

July  20,  1878,  the  congregation  discussed  and  resolved  to  enlarge  and 
rebuild  its  church.  This  was  postponed. 


“Preach  the  Word.”  Prov.  11:30. 


There  was  diligent  attendance  upon  the  ministration  of  the  Word  and 
Sacrament.  The  members  attended  congregational  meetings.  They  had  a 
knowledge  of  and  took  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  synod.  They  were  ready 
to  perform  works  of  charity.  They  took  an  increasing  interest  in  missions 
and  never  refused  an  appeal  for  help. 

February  15,  1879,  the  vote  to  proceed  with  the  rebuilding  of  church  is 
unanimous. 

Of  four  plans  considered,  plan  one,  which  called  for  “foundation, 
roof,  addition,  and  vaulting,”  was  approved.  A  Building  Committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  five  trustees  and  five  members  of  the  church  was  appointed. 

The  date  of  rededication  was  set  for  the  eighth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
Pastor  Gross  and  Pastor  Feiertag  preached  the  sermons.  The  total  cost 
of  the  rebuilding  was  $1,500.00. 

March  20,  Pastor  Heid  requested  and  received  his  dismissal  to  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

He  had  served  St.  Paul’s  four  years  and  one  month.  If  one  may  judge 
by  the  records,  he  crowded  three  times  that  many  years  of  work  into  these 
four. 


PASTOR  GROSSBERGER 
THE  THIRD  PERIOD 

After  the  congregation  had  called  eight  times,  Pastor  Reidel  of  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Ill.,  finally  accepted  in  June,  1883.  His  ministry  here,  however,  was 
of  short  duration,  for  in  December  of  the  same  year  he  resigned. 

October  19,  1884,  the  congregation  was  informed  that  Pastor  C.  Gross- 
berger  had  accepted  its  call.  Pastor  Grossberger  was  a  frank,  unselfish, 
self-sacrificing,  conscientious  pastor.  He  was  a  man  of  mature  and  sound 


“Remember  them  which  have  the  rule  over  you,  who  have  spoken  unto  you  the  Word  of  God.” 

Heb.  13:7. 
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judgment.  Under  his  ministry  the  congregation  grew  in  Christian  knowl¬ 
edge  and  conviction  of  the  truth. 

March  14,  1886,  Teacher  Dornfeld  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by 
Teacher  Schulte,  who  stayed  only  a  few  months. 

June,  1887,  Pastor  Grossberger  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence,  as  his 
health  was  impaired.  During  his  absence  the  congregation  decided  to 
enlarge  and  renovate  the  parsonage. 

Teacher  Johnson  was  called  to  succeed  Teacher  Schulte,  but  after 
eight  months  he  left  for  Elgin,  Ill. 

In  the  annual  meeting  of  1888,  the  congregation  resolved  to  pay  $500.00 
of  its  indebtedness  by  December  1,  1888.  This,  no  doubt,  included  $400.00 
which  the  congregation  expended  for  new  cemetery.  Then  it  appropriated 
$700.00  for  a  new  organ. 

On  April  1,  Pastor  Hanser  asked  for  a  collection  for  a  new  church  in 
Gratwick  and  invited  St.  Paul’s  to  the  dedication  of  the  new  building. 

Teacher  Albert  Dornfeld  was  again  called  to  take  charge  of  the  school. 

December  26,  1888,  the  congregation  adopted  a  resolution  to  liquidate 
its  entire  debt  on  the  church  in  four  years’  time. 

February  12,  1893,  Teacher  Dornfeld  resigned  and  Louis  G.  Dornfeld 
and  Fred  Kopp  were  appointed  organists. 

April  12,  1893,  Teacher  Fleischmann  of  Albany  was  called  and  accepted. 

Pastor  Grossberger  persuaded  congregation  to  purchase  present 
cemetery. 

November  5,  1893,  Pastor  Grossberger  tendered  his  resignation  which 
was  accepted  by  the  congregation. 


MINISTRY  OF  PASTOR  PHILIP  LAUX 

November  19,  1893,  a  special  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  a  pastor.  This  meeting  was  conducted  by  Pastor  A.  Hering.  Rev. 
Philip  Laux  of  Elmore,  Minn.,  was  unanimously  called  as  pastor. 

Although  these  minutes  are  brief,  containing  but  six  lines  in  the 
original,  yet  they  are  one  of  the  most  important  records  in  the  history  of 
St  Paul’s.  Pastor  Steffens  writes  of  him,  “Mature,  experienced,  of  ripened 
judgment,  strong  in  mind  and  body,  a  born  leader  and  ruler  of  men,  settled 
in  his  convictions,  a  most  able  preacher,  ‘competent  to  teach’  and  ‘compe¬ 
tent  to  rule,’  he  was  the  right  man  not  only  for  Martinsville,  but  for  any 

other  place  demanding  special  gifts  and  abilities.  . 

Pastor  Laux  was  born  near  Worms  on  the  Rhine,  May  21,  1859.  He 
received  his  education  in  Germany,  and  after  coming  to  this  country,  he 
attended  our  Concordia  Seminary  at  Springfield.  He  was  graduated  in 
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In  April,  1897,  the  congregation  resolved  to  build  a  new  school..  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  $2,467.00.  This  building  was  to  be  paid  within  five 
years  and  this  amount  was  almost  completely  subscribed.  At  the  dedication 


“I  will  give  you  pastors  according  to  mine  heart,  which  shall  feed  you 
with  knowledge  and  understanding.”  Jer.  3:15. 


of  the  school,  the  Pastors  Hering  and  Hahn  preached  the  sermons.  The 
Male  Chorus  of  Emmaus  Church  in  Euffalo  was  also  invited. 

September,  1898,  Teacher  Fleischmann  resigned.  The  same  month  the 
congregation  called  Teacher  Frincke  who  stayed  until  Pentecost,  1902, 
when  he  was  released  to  the  congregation  in  Hamlin,  N.  Y. 

Besides  the  usual  work  of  the  church,  much  attention  was  given  to  the 
improvement  and  care  of  the  cemetery.  Rules  respecting  elections  were 
adopted,  the  services  were  ordered,  the  question  of  private  and  general  con¬ 
fession  before  Communion  finally  adjusted,  and  a  system  of  finances 
installed.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  membership  during  this  time, 
the  congregation  now  numbering  410  Communicants.  The  entire  period 
was  one  of  sound  and  rigorous  development, — development  upon  thorough 
Lutheran  lines  and  principles. 


PASTOR  LAUX 

From  June,  1902-1903,  Pastor  Laux  taught  school  with  an  attendance 
of  82  pupils. 

June  20,  1908,  Mr.  Martz  accepted  the  call  extended  to  him  by  St.  Paul. 

January  4,  1908,  Pastor  Laux,  being  a  man  of  vision,  pleaded  for  per¬ 
mission  to  hold  English  services  once  a  month  and  to  arrange  for  Bible 
study  in  English. 

July  25,  1909,  Pastor  Laux  presented  a  call  from  the  congregation  at 
Wood  Lake,  Minn.,  and  asked  the  local  congregation  to  exert  no  pressure 
upon  his  conscience,  but  to  grant  him  a  peaceful  release.  Several  rising 
votes  were  necessary  before  Pastor  Laux,  in  deference  to  his  pleadings,  was 
finally  and  very  reluctantly  given  his  release.  Thus  came  to  an  end  the 
active  ministry  of  nearly  sixteen  years,  which  resulted  in  rich  blessing  for 
St.  Paul’s  congregation. 


“Know  them  which  labor  among  you  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord; 
esteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work’s  sake.”  1  Thess.  5:12.  13. 


PASTOR  WILLIAM  SCHMIDT 

October  24,  1909,  Pastor  William  Schmidt  of  Worden,  Ill.,  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  congregation. 

Pastor  Schmidt  was  born  October  13,  1860,  in  Breitenfeldt,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1874.  After  completing  his  theo¬ 
logical  course  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  he  served  the  congregation  at  Decatur, 
Ind.,  for  nineteen  years.  After  being  at  Worden,  Ill.,  five  years,  he  was 
called  to  Martinsville. 

In  the  meeting  of  April  10,  1910,  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  direct 
trustees  to  present  plans  to  the  congregation  for  the  renovation  of  the 
church.  On  August  10,  the  plans  were  presented  and  adopted.  When  the 
congregation  began  renovating  its  church,  it  had  a  current  fund  debt  of 
$400.00  and  a  debt  of  $525.00  in  the  building  fund.  Four  thousand  dollars 
were  then  spent  on  renovating.  Still  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the 
contributions  for  benevolences. 


PASTOR  SCHMIDT 

On  August  13,  1911,  the  rededication  of  the  church  took  place.  Pastor 
Philip  Laux  of  Wood  Lake,  Minn.,  preached  the  sermon  in  the  forenoon 
and  Pastor  F.  Ruhland,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  the  evening. 

The  report  of  the  meeting  January  8,  1913,  shows  a  debt  of  $1,900.00  in 
the  building  fund  and  a  deficit  of  $345.00  in  the  current  fund.  Efforts  to 
collect  outstanding  subscriptions  and  liquidate  the  debt  were  frequently 
made.  Before  this  was  accomplished,  it  became  necessary  to  rebuild  the 
school  house,  purchase  a  second  hand  organ,  and  rebuild  the  parsonage. 

In  October,  1914,  Mr.  Martz  accepted  a  call  to  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
Buffalo.  The  congregation  then  called  Mr.  O.  Schumm  of  Lockport. 


“Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  Thy  house,  and  the  place  where  Thine  honor  dwelleth. 

Psalm  26:8. 


During  this  period  there  was  a  healthy  and  normal  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership. 

July,  1916,  the  question  of  appointing  a  second  teacher  for  our  school 
was  considered  for  the  first  time.  A  niece  of  Pastor  Schmidt,  Miss  Emma 
Wambsganss,  was  then  appointed  as  teacher  of  the  lower  grades. 


January  10,  1918,  we  read  of  a  resolution  made  upon  the  urgent  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  School  Board,  “that,  as  in  other  schools,  some  religious 
instruction  be  given  in  English.”  A  resolution  was  also  adopted  to  have 
English  services  now  and  then,  the  congregation  having  decided  to  drop 
all  English  some  years  before  this. 

July  7,  1918,  Pastor  Schmidt,  an  unselfish,  conscientious,  faithful  pas¬ 
tor,  because  of  ill  health,  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  congregation. 

On  March  25,  1928,  Pastor  Schmidt  entered  upon  his  final  reward  and 
is  buried  in  our  cemetery  beside  his  faithful  wife.  He  is  the  only  pastor 
of  our  church  whose  body  lies  interred  in  our  cemetery. 


“Let  a  man  so  account  of  us,  as  of  the  ministers  of  Christ, 
and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.”  1  Cor.  4:1. 


* 


PASTOR  H.  E.  JACOBS 

November  17,  1918,  Pastor  H.  E.  Jacobs  of  Kewanee,  Ill.,  was  called  as 
pastor  of  the  congregation. 

Pastor  Jacobs  was  born  August  30,  1864,  at  Monticello,  Iowa.  Several 
years  after  his  confirmation  he  entered  the  seminary  at  Springfield,  Ill.  He 
was  the  first  volunteer  to  take  up  preaching  in  English  under  the  tutelage 
of  Professor  Wyneken.  He  served  the  congregations  at  Westgate,  Iowa; 
Pleasant  Plains  and  Kewanee,  Ill.,  before  accepting  the  call  to  Martinsville. 

St.  Paul’s  congregation,  just  like  other  congregations  of  our  synod, 


PASTOR  JACOBS 

was  passing  through  a  most  trying  period  of  transition  from  the  German 
to  the  English  language.  The  congregation  tenaciously  held  on  to  its  dear 
mother-tongue.  However,  the  English  language  had  become  the  speech  of 
the  majority  in  their  home,  at  work,  and  in  other  activities.  If  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  to  prove  itself  a  truly  spiritual  mother  to  its  children,  it  had 
to  yield  to  the  inevitable  and  give  the  children  the  Bread  of  Life  in  the 
language  understood  by  them.  The  congregation  now  decided  to  have 
regular  English  services  on  Sunday  evening. 

On  April  6,  1919,  the  idea  of  building  a  new  parsonage  was  presented. 
The  undertaking  was  made  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  pledges  to  be 
secured  by  the  trustees.  May  5,  1919,  the  congregation  decided  to  rebuild 
the  parsonage  and  make  it  “as  modern  as  possible.  The  congregation 
spent  about  $4,000.00  in  rebuilding  the  parsonage.  On  December  9,  1919, 
Pastor  Jacobs  and  his  family  moved  into  the  parsonage  and  held  a  brief 
dedicatory  service. 

October  3,  1920,  Mr.  O.  Schumm  was  granted  permission  to  accept  a  call 
to  the  congregation  at  Joliet,  Ill.  A  resolution  to  retain  two  teachers  was 


“I  have  laid  the  foundation  and  another  buildeth  thereon.”  1  Cor.  3:10. 


defeated  by  a  vote  of  34-12.  A  student  from  St.  Louis  was  secured  to  take 
charge  of  the  school.  The  three  lower  grades  returned  to  the  public  school. 
Student  Stor  had  charge  of  four  grades.  The  question  of  calling  a  teacher 
was  postponed  for  one  year. 

October  31,  1921,  Pastor  Jacobs  accepted  a  call  as  field  secretary  of 
the  Walther  League  to  present  to  our  congregations  the  needs  of  the  Wheat 
Ridge  Sanatorium,  Colo. 

Pastor  Jacobs  was  a  very  gifted  and  popular  preacher,  equally  at  home 
in  both  languages,  a  man  who  could  inspire  and  enthuse  an  audience.  After 
returning  to  his  former  charge  in  Pleasant  Plains,  Ill.,  he  was  called  to  the 
heavenly  home,  November  11,  1933  . 


PASTOR  D.  H.  STEFFENS 

On  December  8,  1921,  Pastor  D.  H.  Steffens,  the  tenth  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s,  was  called  from  West  Henrietta,  N.  Y. 

Pastor  Steffens  was  born  at  Whitestone,  Long  Island,  August  12,  1866. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  After  confirmation,  he 
attended  Concordia  Seminary,  Springfield,  Ill.,  and  the  Seminary  of  the 
Wisconsin  Synod,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  During  his  pastorate  at  St.  Martini, 
Baltimore,  he  wrote  the  book,  ‘‘Dr.  C.  F.  W.  Walther.”  Pastor  Steffens 
was  a  very  capable  administrator,  a  resourceful  and  energetic  leader.  He 
brought  the  congregation  through  the  final  difficult  period  of  transition 
from  German  to  English.  Today  the  official  language  of  the  church  is 
English,  although  a  German  service  is  held  every  Sunday  morning. 

Several  months  after  his  installation,  Pastor  Steffens  persuaded  the 
congregation  to  consider  again  the  calling  of  a  teacher  to  take  charge  of 
its  school.  Accordingly,  in  the  meeting  April  2,  1922,  Mr.  Arnold  Nuoffer 


“Not  that  we  have  dominion  over  your  faith,  but  are  helpers  of  your  joy.” 


2  Cor.  1:24. 


of  Baltimore  was  called  and  entered  the  service  of  the  congregation  in 
June  of  that  year.  The  congregation  also  resolved  to  engage  another 
teacher  for  the  lower  grades.  Miss  Ruth  Steffens  was  given  the  appoint¬ 
ment. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  the  necessity  of  a  new  church  building  was 
first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  congregation.  Pastor  Steffens  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  the  Sunday  School  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  to  establish  a 
fund  for  a  new  church  building. 

In  1923  a  drive  was  made  to  raise  funds  to  pay  all  debts  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  including  the  balance  due  on  Synod’s  Building  Fund.  This 
drive  was  successful.  The  congregation  sent  in  its  full  quota  for  the  new 
seminary  building  fund  and  also  wiped  out  its  own  indebtedness.  Now  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years,  the  congregation  was  free  of  all  debts. 

September,  1924,  Miss  Emma  Wambsganss  succeeded  Miss  Ruth  Stef¬ 
fens  as  teacher  of  the  lower  grades. 

In  1924  the  congregation  was  re-incorporated  as  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  North  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  instead  of  St.  Paul’s  Church 
of  the  Town  of  Wheatfield. 

At  Pastor  Steffens’  suggestion,  St.  Paul’s  congregation  began  the 
revision  of  its  constitution.  But  before  this  was  completed,  Pastor  Steffens, 
in  August,  1927,  received  a  call  and  upon  his  request,  was  granted  a  release 
to  Trinity  congregation,  Cumberland,  Md. 


THE  PRESENT  MINISTRY 

On  November  6,  1927,  Frederick  A.  Hinners  was  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  congregation.  He  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  14,  1896,  and 
received  his  education  in  Zion  Parish  School,  St.  Paul  College,  Concordia, 
Mo.,  and  Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  At  the  completion  of  his 
studies  in  1919,  he  received  a  call  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  served  eight 
years  until  called  to  Martinsville. 

January  19,  1928,  the  congregation  passed  a  resolution  to  establish  a 
building  fund  for  a  new  church. 

October  11,  1928,  the  constitution,  which  had  been  revised  under 

Pastor  Steffens,  was  finally  adopted. 

April  9,  1929,  the  congregation  granted  the  young  people’s  wish  to 

organize  a  Junior  Y.  P.  S. 

Since  January  20,  1932,  the  Sunday  announcements  have  been  printed. 
During  this  time,  the  following  students  served  as  teachers  of  our 
lower  grades:  Theodore  Schroeder,  Paul  Hartenberger,  Martin  Rupprecht, 
John  L.  Stuebe. 

In  the  meeting  of  July  13,  1933,  Miss  Ruth  Frankenstein  was  engaged 
to  take  charge  of  the  lower  grades. 

April  19,  1934,  the  congregation  resolved  to  employ  Bley  and  Lyman 
as  architects  for  the  new  church.  The  congregation  further  resolved  to 


PASTOR  HINNERS 


“And  they  said,  ‘Let  us  rise  up  and  build.’  So  they  strengthened  their  hands 

for  this  good  work.”  Neh.  2:18. 


-<no¥. 


build  its  new  church  on  the  present  site  and  not  to  re-locate.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  purchase  the  vacant  lot  north  of  the  parsonage. 

In  September,  1934,  Miss  Anita  Frankenstein  took  charge  of  the  lower 
grades. 

April  15,  1935,  a  Ways  and  Means  Committee  was  appointed  by  the 
congregation  “to  make  plans  for  our  75th  anniversary  next  spring  and  also 
to  stimulate  greater  interest  in  our  building  program.”  This  committee 
consisted  of  the  Church  Council  and  the  following  eight  members:  George 
Krull,  G.  Hildebrandt,  L.  A.  Dornfeld,  O.  Nablo,  H.  Buicke,  B.  Schultz, 
Walter  Wurl,  and  Aug.  Witkop. 

In  a  special  meeting  May  15,  1935,  it  was  “Resolved  to  proceed  with 
the  erection  of  a  new  church  at  once,  as  the  need  for  more  room  is  very 
urgent.” 

June  10,  1935,  it  was  resolved  to  purchase  the  Julius  Stolzenburg  prop¬ 
erty  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.00.  The  following  Building  Committee  was 
appointed:  Hulbert  Fels,  Chairman;  Louis  A.  Dornfeld,  Secretary ;  Harold 
Buicke,  Oscar  Nablo,  Leo  Scholz.  A  Confidential  Committee  to  secure 
loans  from  members  was  also  appointed.  The  following  were  asked  to 
serve  as  members  of  this  committee:  C.  C.  Fritz,  Charles  Schnell,  and 
Arthur  Lorenz. 

August  26,  1935,  the  bids  for  our  new  church  were  presented  to  the 
congregation.  Since  the  amount  of  these  bids  totaled  considerably  more 
than  the  congregation  was  willing  to  spend,  the  matter  was  referred  back 
to  the  Building  Committee,  with  the  request  that  the  cost  be  reduced.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  put  a  cellar  under  and  install  a  furnace  in 
the  teacher’s  home. 

In  a  special  meeting,  October  21,  1935,  the  Building  Committee 
reported  that  it  had  effected  a  saving  of  nearly  $10,000.00,  and  thereupon 
the  congregation  resolved  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  a  new  church. 
The  17th  of  November  ground  was  broken  in  order  to  give  our  contractor 
an  opportunity  to  complete  the  foundation  walls  before  spring.  Pastor 
Fretthold  of  Gratwick  delivered  the  sermon  at  the  ground  breaking. 

On  April  19,  1936,  the  congregation  celebrated  the  75th  anniversary  of 
its  existence  as  a  congregation.  In  the  morning  service  Rev.  Arno  Pusheck 
of  North  East,  Pa.,  and  President  Verwiebe  spoke.  In  the  evening  service 
Rev.  Martin  Bruer  of  Humberstone,  Ontario,  Canada,  delivered  the  sermon. 

On  May  24,  we  were  privileged  to  lay  the  cornerstone  of  our  new 
church.  Rev.  A.  F.  Krueger  of  Buffalo  was  the  speaker. 

Looking  back  over  the  past,  we  say  with  the  prophet  of  old,  “Eben- 

eZer,” _ “Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.” 


THE  FUTURE 

The  future  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  rests  with  the  Lord,  even  as  the  past 
days  .of  prosperity  and  trials  were  according  to  His  will  and  purpose. 
Looking  back  over  the  past  seventy-six  years,  our  hearts  cannot  help  but 


“The  Lord  hath  chosen  thee  to  build  an  house  for  the  Sanctuary:  be  strong  and  do  it.” 

1  Chron.  28:10. 


turn  to  God  in  thanksgiving  for  His  wonderful  goodness  and  manifold 
blessings.  To  Him,  our  gracious  God,  we  come  with  the  fervent  wish  and 
prayer  that  in  our  new  church  we  may  be  permitted  to  carry  on  our  Father’s 
business  on  a  larger  scale.  May  He,  from  whom  our  congregation  has 
received  this  beautiful  new  house  of  worship,  continue  to  dwell  here  with 
His  pure  Word  and  Sacraments.  May  he  fill  the  pastors  with  His  Holy 
Spirit,  always  to  proclaim  and  apply  the  Gospel  of  salvation  in  all  truth 
and  purity.  May  He  shower  His  divine  blessings  upon  all  that  enter  this 
house  of  worship.  Yea,  may  this  house  be  to  all  a  court  to  the  eternal 
temple  above,  and  may  we  all  be  numbered  with  the  hosts  that  cry: 

Glory,  Glory,  Glory  to  Thee 
Lord  God,  Most  High. 

Note:  The  major  portion  of  the  above  material  was  taken  from  a  “History  of  St. 
Saul’s, ”  written  by  Pastor  D.  H.  Steffens,  during  his  ministry  at  St.  Paul’s. 

NUMERICAL 

St.  Paul’s  Church  is  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Synod,  which  numbers 
3,216  pastors  who  serve  4,088  congregations  and  941  preaching  stations,  with 
a  grand  total  of  1,290,650  baptized  members.  Of  these,  834,619  are  com¬ 
municants  and  195,937  voting  members. 

At  the  close  of  1936,  St.  Pauls  had  825  baptized  members,  630  communi¬ 
cants,  and  170  voters.  There  were  1,556  in  attendance  at  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
12  couples  were  married,  five  people  were  given  Christian  burial,  17  were 
baptized,  and  24  were  received  into  communicant  membership.  A  total  of 
122  services  were  conducted  with  an  average  attendance  of  332  at  the 
English  services  and  61  at  the  German  services. 

Official  acts  for  the  past  seventy-six  years  are: 

Baptized  .  1,260  Married  .  384 

Confirmed  .  956  Buried  .  561 
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“Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it.” 


Psalm  127,  1. 


—  t  f  • 


OUR  NEW  CHURCH 

Our  new  church  edifice  as  designed  by  Bley  &  Lyman,  architects,  of 
Buffalo  is  truly  and  really  churchly.  It  stands  today  a  credit  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  an  ornament  to  the  community. 

The  design  of  the  building  is  simple  Gothic  built  of  cream  variegated 
brick,  with  stone  trimmings.  The  roof  is  of  sea  green  slate. 

No  attempt  was  made  by  the  architects  to  embellish  the  structure  with 
unnecessary  expensive  ornamentation,  but  rather  they  depended  on  mass, 
proportion  and  the  proper  use  of  materials  for  its  beauty. 


■ 


In  plan  the  church  has  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet,  an  overall  length  of  one 
hundred  thirty-eight  and  one-half  feet.  The  height  to  the  top  of  the  stone 
cross  on  the  front  gable  is  fifty-four  feet.  The  tower  at  the  rear  is  fifty-five 
feet  above  the  ground  and  provides  a  second  entrance  to  the  church. 

Approaching  the  church  from  the  street,  one  enters  a  spacious  Narthex. 
This  room  has  a  slate  floor,  and  wood  beamed  ceiling.  To  the  left  of  the 
Narthex  is  a  large  coat  room  with  convenient  coat  racks,  and  to  the  right 
is  the  entrance  to  the  balcony  above.  The  balcony  with  its  stepped  floor 
provides  for  a  large  choir.  The  Wurlitzer  organ  is  located  in  this  portion 

of  the  church. 


“So  build  we  the  wall; 


for  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work.”  Neh.  4:6. 


Leaving  the  Narthex,  one  enters  the  church  proper  through  wide  oak 
doors. 

Ample  exits  are  provided  so  that  there  will  be  no  congestion  when  the 
congregation  is  dismissed. 

The  auditorium  has  a  width  of  forty-six  feet  and  a  length  of  eighty- 
two  from  the  Narthex  wall  to  the  front  of  the  Chancel.  The  seating 
capacity  of  this  area  is  500.  The  church  is  the  clerestory  type.  Columns 
and  arches  divide  the  seating  area  from  the  side  aisles.  The  ceiling  is  of 
wood  and  acoustic  material,  the  walls  are  of  tinted  plaster  and  the  floor  of 
oak  with  carpeted  aisles. 


The  Chancel  or  focal  point  of  the  church  with  its  wood  paneling, 
carvings  and  furnishings  radiates  reverence.  The  pulpit  and  lectern  are 
located  each  side  of  the  Chancel.  There  is  no  obstruction  to  the  view. 

The  auditorium  may  also  be  entered  from  the  chancel  end  through  the 
vestibule  and  tower  entrance  which  also  serves  as  an  entrance  to  the 
spacious  Sunday  School  room  at  the  rear  of  the  church.  The  ceiling  of 
this  room  is  acoustically  treated. 

Also  from  this  entrance  stairs  lead  to  the  Trustees’  room  in  the  tower 
and  to  the  basement.  A  passage  at  the  rear  of  the  Chancel  provides  a  way 
to  the  Sacristy  and  to  the  Sunday  School  Department. 


“Now,  my  son,  the  Lord  be  with  thee;  and  prosper  thou,  and  build  the  house  of  the  Lord, 

Thy  God.”  1  Chron.  22:11. 

_ 
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Because  St.  Paul’s  congregation  realizes  that  “except  the  Lord  build 
the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it,”  her  thanks  are  given  first  and 
foremost  to  God,  the  Chief  Builder,  Who  kept  His  guiding  and  protecting 
Hand  over  our  new  church  from  its  beginning  to  its  glorious  completion. 
Then,  too,  our  Building  Committee  is  deserving  of  much  gratitude  on  the 


THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Oscar  Nablo,  Hulbert  Fels,  Leo  Scholz,  Louis  A.  Dornfeld,  Harold  Buicke 

part  of  the  congregation,  for  theirs  was  a  heavy  responsibility.  Thanks  be 
to  God,  they  carried  out  their  work  with  ceaseless,  untiring  efforts  and 
remained  in  peace  and  harmony  throughout.  To  all  others  who  helped  in 
any  way  to  make  this  project  a  success,  we  say  a  hearty  “Thank  you!  ’ 

OUR  CONTRACTORS 


William  Harder . General  Work 

George  Zolitsch . Heating 

William  N.  Harmon . - . . . Plumbing 

Sterns  Electric  Co . — . - . Electric 

Manitowac  Furn.  Co . . . . - . .....Furniture 

Payne-Spiers  Studios . - . . . Stained  Glass 

Louis  A.  Ziehl . Hardware 

Edward  A.  Stuermer . Carpets 

George  Krull . Stoker 

The  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  Co . Organ 


SYMBOLISM 


As  one  enters  the  church,  the  eye  of  the  parishioner  and  visitor  is 
immediately  drawn  to  the  very  beautiful  and  rich  chancel  window  at  the 
far  end  of  the  auditorium.  This  window  is  made  in  a  jewel-like  type  of 
Middle  Century  glass,  with  rich  blue  shades  predominating.  This  color  is 
varied  by  the  interspersing  of  other  commanding  tones  through  which  run 
red  and  tinted  bands  of  color  in  narrow  strips.  The  conventional  leaf 
pattern  makes  the  border,  and  the  interlacing  bands  complete  the  back¬ 
ground  design.  The  central  figure  is  that  of  a  medallion,  depicting  Christ 
in  Gethsemane. 

On  either  side  may  be  seen  a  smaller  medallion,  showing  the  “Scourging 
of  Christ”  and  the  “Crowning  with  Thorns.” 

Turning  from  the  chancel  window,  one  sees  on  either  side  of  the  nave, 
six  smaller  windows,  each  containing  a  figure  of  the  twelve  Apostles. 
These  figures  are  miniature  in  size  and  set  directly  against  varied  colored 
rich  glasses  and  each  contain  the  traditional  symbols  of  the  Apostles.  The 
meaning  of  these  symbols  are  as  follows : 

Paul,  holding  sword,  which  is  to  represent  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit. 

Peter,  holding  keys  saltire.  They  recall  Peter’s  confession  and  our 
Lord’s  statement  regarding  the  Office  of  the  Keys,  which  he  committed  to 
the  Church  on  earth. 

James  the  Greater,  holding  pilgrim’s  staff  and  purse  with  shell,  sym¬ 
bols  of  pilgrimage.  He  was  noted  for  his  zeal,  courage,  and  missionary 
spirit. 

John,  holding  chalice  out  of  which  issues  serpent.  Early  writers  state 
that  an  attempt  was  made  to  slay  this  Apostle  by  giving  him  a  poisoned 
chalice,  from  which  the  Lord  spared  him.  Hence  the  chalice  and  serpent. 
Although  many  attempts  were  made  to  kill  him,  yet  St.  John  is  said  to  be 
the  only  Apostle  who  died  a  natural  death,  having  attained  a  great  age. 

Andrew,  with  diagonal  cross.  Andrew  is  believed  to  have  died  while 
preaching  the  Gospel  in  Greece  on  a  cross  of  this  sort. 

Philip,  with  cross  and  Bible,  recalling  his  supposed  martyrdom  after 
valiant  missionary  activity  in  Phrygia  and  Galatia.  He  is  said  to  have 
suffered  a  cruel  death.  When  scourging  failed  to  silence  him,  he  was 
stoned,  crucified,  and  finally  run  through  with  a  spear  to  hasten  his  death. 

Thomas.  The  Apostle’s  shield  shows  a  square  and  vertical  spear.  This 
gloomy  and  once  doubtful  Apostle  is  believed  to  have  preached  the  Gospel 
in  India.  There  he  was  stoned,  shot  down  with  arrows,  and  left  dying 
alone,  until  a  pagan  priest  ran  him  through  with  a  spear.  He  is  said  to 
have  erected  a  church  building  in  East  India,  hence  the  carpenter’s  square. 
He  is  the  patron  saint  of  builders. 

Bartholomew.  This  Apostle,  thought  to  be  the  same  as  Nathaniel,  is 
said  to  have  been  flayed  alive  and  then  crucified.  Therefore  the  flayer’s 
knife. 


Matthew,  holding  money  bag,  which  refers  to  his  original  calling  as  a 
Publican. 

James  the  Less.  This  Apostle’s  shield  is  a  fuller’s  bat.  The  Apostle 
labored  diligently  in  and  about  Jerusalem.  An  ancient  historian  declares 
that  he  was  taken  to  the  top  of  the  temple  and  pushed  into  mid-air.  He 
was  seriously  injured,  but  staggered  to  his  knees  imploring  the  Lord  to 
forgive  his  enemies.  The  enraged  Jews  stoned  him,  and  as  he  lay  dying, 
a  fuller  dashed  out  his  brains  with  a  fuller’s  bat.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
ninety-six  years  of  age  when  he  suffered  this  horrible  death. 

Simon.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  Simon  was  sawn  asunder,  hence 
the  saw. 

Jude.  This  Apostle,  also  called  Thaddaeus,  traveled  far  with  Simon 
on  missionary  journeys.  Hence  he  is  given  a  sail-boat  with  a  cross-shaped 
mast.  He  was  a  tireless  missionary. 

The  church  auditorium  receives  its  light  from  the  clerestory  windows. 
The  name  “Clerestory”  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  the  windows  are 
located  in  what  would  be  the  second  story  of  the  building,  with  the  floor 
omitted,  thus  the  name  clear-story. 

These  windows  are  ornamental  in  character,  each  containing  symbols 
as  follows : 

South  elevation : 

Genesis  1,  1 — Creation. 

Two  altars — Cain  and  Abel. 

Tree  with  serpent — Fall  into  sin. 

Serpent  encircling  the  globe — Speed  of  sin. 

Ark  of  Noah — Flood. 

Two  tablets — Ten  Commandments. 

Sun,  moon  and  12  stars — Jacob  and  12  sons. 

Lion — Representative  of  16  judges. 

Scroll — Jeremiah. 

Scroll — Daniel. 

Scroll — Ezekiel. 

Scroll — Isaiah  (Major  Prophets). 

North  elevation: 

Blossom  of  Glastonbury — Nativity. 

Escalloped  shell — Baptism. 

Stag  trampling  serpent — Our  Saviour. 

Candlesticks— Christ  the  Light  of  the  world. 

Palm — Entry  into  Jerusalem. 

Chalice  and  cross — Agony  in  Gethsemane. 

Lantern — Betrayal. 

A  crowing  cock — The  denial. 

Scroll  with  INRI — Crucifixion. 

Butterfly — The  resurrection. 

Elijah’s  fiery  chariot— The  Ascension. 

Kingly  crown  and  sceptre — Christ  s  Kingly  Office. 


Gracing  the  front  elevation  of  the  church,  high  over  the  entrance,  is 
the  large  front  window.  The  central  theme  of  this  is  that  of  Our  Lord’s 
Resurrection.  The  very  dignified  position  of  this  subject  is  shown  with 
the  figure  of  Christ  with  hand  upraised  in  triumph,  in  the  left  center  panel, 
and  the  Resurrection  angel  with  a  Roman  soldier,  are  appropriately  shown 
in  the  right  panel. 

The  ornamental  design  of  the  side  panels  of  this  group  is  the  same 
type  as  that  used  in  the  clerestory,  thus  harmonizing  the  windows  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  walls. 

The  windows  are  all  made  in  the  antique  style  of  work  with  the  win¬ 
dows  of  the  Continental  Cathedrals  as  a  basis.  The  church  is  light  in 
appearance,  without  glare,  because  of  the  color  treatment  in  the  upper 
windows  and  those  most  attracted  to  the  eye  are  in  the  deeper  colors, 
namely,  the  chancel  and  the  nave  windows. 

The  windows  are  the  creation  of  The  Payne-Spiers  Studios,  Inc.,  of 
New  York  City,  a  combination  of  two  of  the  oldest  firms  in  America 
producing  fine  stained  glass. 


MEMORIALS 

Crucifix — In  memory  of  Mr.  Charles  Fehrmann  and  Family  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Fehrmann. 

Vases — Presented  by  Pauline  A.  Dornfeld. 

Missalstand — In  memory  of  Mr.  August  Errick  by  Mrs.  August  Errick. 
Candlesticks — Presented  by  Mrs.  Harold  Buicke. 

Candelabra — Presented  by  Mrs.  Harold  Buicke. 

Collection  Plates — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerhard  Goerss. 

Collection  Stand — Presented  by  the  Primary  Department  of  our  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

Three  Outside  Lanterns — Presented  by  the  Sunday  School. 

Sacristy  Furniture — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Ziehl. 

Altar  Vestments — Presented  by  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Dornfeld. 

Fair  Linen — Presented  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Lorenz. 

Printing  of  Dedication  Booklet  and  Programs  —  Presented  by  Mr. 
Arnold  F.  Nuoffer. 

Pulpit — In  memory  of  Rev.  William  J.  Schmidt,  pastor  of  this  congre¬ 
gation,  1909-1918,  by  Mr.  William  E.  Schmidt. 

Altar  Table — In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  F.  Goerss  by  their 
children. 

Hymn  Boards — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Lorenz. 
Baptismal  Font — Presented  by  Junior  Young  People’s  Society. 
Lectern — Presented  by  Senior  Young  People’s  Society. 

Balcony  Window — Presented  by  the  Ladies’  Aid.  • 

Chancel  Window — Presented  by  the  Men’s  Club. 

Complete  Set  of  Windows — In  memory  of  Mr.  Albert  C.  Dornfeld  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Dornfeld. 
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Complete  Set  of  Windows — In  memory  of  Mrs.  Helene  Hahn  by  her 
children. 

Complete  Set  of  Windows — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Buicke. 
Complete  Set  of  Windows — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  C. 
Fritz. 

Complete  Set  of  Windows — In  honor  of  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Dornfeld,  by  Mrs.  Mabel  W.  McConkey. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  Norman  Sahr  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Sahr  and  family. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  Mabel  Wurl  by  William  Wurl. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustav  Steinecke  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walter  Ziehl. 

Nave  Window— In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erdman  Sattelberg  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Sattelberg. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Wilke  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Sahr. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  O.  Krachel,  Jr.,  and  Martha  Sattelberg 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  Krachel,  Sr. 

Nave  Window — In  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Ziehl  by  Mr.  John 
Ziehl,  Sr. 

Clerestory  Window— In  memory  of  their  Parents  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  C.  Kuhn. 

Clerestory  Window — Presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Stolzenburg. 
Clerestory  Window — In  memory  of  his  Mother  by  Mr.  Gerhard 
Reichert. 

Cornerstone— Presented  by  Mr.  Walter  H.  Grawe. 

Bulletin  Board— Presented  by  Mr.  William  B.  Harder. 

Shrubbery— Presented  by  Mr.  John  Brauer. 

Venetian  Blinds  in  Sunday  School  Room— Presented  by  the  Sunday 
School. 

Lectern  Bible— Presented  by  Mrs.  Anna  Lorenz. 

Oil  Painting  in  Sacristy— Presented  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Kuhn. 
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“For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God.”  I  Corinthians  5,  6. 


THE  CHURCH  COUNCIL 

Although  there  is  but  one  office  in  the  church,  the  God-ordained  min¬ 
istry,  the  congregation  elects  laymen  as  trustees  and  executives  to  assist 
the  pastor  in  the  problems  of  the  church  and  to  represent  the  church  in  its 
business  transactions.  The  offices  of  trustees  and  elders  are  the  most 
responsible  offices  of  the  laity  in  the  church,  and  this  responsibility 
increases  as  the  congregation  grows  in  numbers. 

The  men  on  our  board  are  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years,  four  being 
elected  each  year.  No  one  can  succeed  himself  without  one  year's  interim. 

The  council  meets  monthly  with  the  pastor  and  plans  the  business 
which  is  to  be  presented  to  the  congregation.  It  prepares  all  the  business 
which  is  to  come  up  in  the  meeting  in  the  form  of  recommendations  to  the 
congregation.  This  saves  much  time  and  the  meetings  are  thus  conducted 
in  an  orderly  manner.  As  the  council  is  divided  into  groups  which  have 
charge  of  the  various  activities  within  the  church,  each  committee  reports 
on  the  work  in  its  department  at  every  meeting  of  the  council. 

The  church  council  makes  no  attempt  to  be  a  “church  within  a  church,” 
for  it  has  only  those  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  congregation.  These 
powers  are  not  executive,  but  advisory  and  assisting  only. 

If  a  council  is  to  function  well,  it  is  a  vital  necessity  that  a  spirit  of 
cooperation  exists  among  its  members.  This  spirit  we  have  enjoyed  in  the 
past.  May  God  continue  to  give  us  men  who  will  stand  by  their  pastor 
with  courage  and  wisdom  in  the  building  of  God’s  Kingdom,  and  who  will 
serve  the  Church  with  Christian  consecration  and  deep  devotion  to  Christ’s 

serve  the  Church  with  Christian  consecration  and  deep  devotion  to  Christ’s  cause. 


CHURCH  COUNCIL  1936  -  1937 


“Sing  unto  Him,  sing  psalms  unto  Him,  talk  ye  of  all  His  wondrous  works.”  I 
Chronicles  16,  9. 
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THE  CHURCH  CHOIR 

At  present  St.  Paul’s  congregation  has  four  musical  organizations,  the 
Mixed  Quartette,  composed  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Jaenecke,  Mrs.  Arnold 
Gombert,  and  Mr.  Albert  Stolzenburg;  the  Sextette,  composed  of  Messrs. 
C.  C.  Fritz,  Louis  A.  Dornfeld,  Arthur  Lorenz,  Edgar  Stolzenburg,  Alvin 
Behnke,  and  Helmut  Gundlach:  the  choir,  with  a  membership  of  twenty- 
five,  and  the  chorus  with  forty  members. 

The  oldest  group  is  the  Quartette,  which  for  more  than  ten  years  has 
helped  to  beautify  our  service  every  Sunday.  The  Sextette  sings  chiefly 
for  the  German  service.  The  Junior  Choir  was  organized  about  three 
years  ago  and  has  made  splendid  progress.  The  Chorus  sings  on  special 
occasions.  All  musical  organizations  are  under  the  efficient  leadership  of 
Mr.  Arnold  F.  Nuoffer. 


- 
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“All  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord.” — Is.  54,  31. 
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THE  PARISH  SCHOOL 

From  the  very  beginning  St.  Paul’s  congregation  has  fostered  Christian 
education.  It  has  aimed  to  give  its  children  not  only  a  secular  education, 
but  has  tried  to  teach  them  how  to  live  a  God-fearing  life  and  to  die  a 
Christian  death.  Luther  said,  “For  what  other  purpose  are  we  older 
people  living  than  to  care  for,  instruct,  and  bring  up  the  children?  And 
what  would  it  profit  us  to  have  and  to  do  everything  else,  and  be  none  but 
saints,  if  we  should  leave  that  undone  for  which  we  primarily  live,  namely, 
to  care  for  the  young  folks?” 

At  present  our  school  has  an  enrollment  of  seventy-five.  Mr.  Arnold 
Nuoffer  has  charge  of  the  four  upper  grades  since  1922,  and  Miss  Anita 
Frankenstein  is  serving  the  congregation  for  the  third  term  in  the  lower 
grades. 

Our  Christian  Parish  School  blesses  immortal  souls  with  daily  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  with  a  Christian  training  in  association  with 
other  Christian  youths.  The  principle  of  separation  of  church  and  state 
bars  religious  instruction  from  all  public  schools,  but  the  principle  of 
Christian  liberty  guarantees  to  us  the  right  to  teach  wisdom  in  our  private 
schools  that  makes  wise  unto  salvation. 


0 


Mr.  nuoffer 


“And  these  words  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thine  heart,  and  thou 
shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children.”  Deut.  6,  6.7. 
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ST.  PAUL’S  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

It  is  a  coincidence  that  next  Sunday,  April  25,  1937,  will  mark  the 
fifteenth  anniversary  of  the  reorganization,  under  the  supervision  of  Pastor 
D.  H.  Steffens,  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Sunday  School,  for,  in  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  the  officers  and  teachers,  the  following  record  is  to  be  found: 
‘‘Began  new  system  of  grading  and  lessons,  April  23,  1922.” 

However,  the  formal  acceptance  of  the  new  Sunday  School  by  the 
congregation  was  several  weeks  previous  as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of 
March  9,  1922,  as  follows:  “At  the  last  regular  church  meeting  held  Sun¬ 
day,  March  5,  1922,  the  congregation  formally  recognized  the  Sunday 
School  and  voted  to  assume  full  responsibility  over  the  same ;  the  Sunday 
School  to  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Pastor  and  School  Board.” 
(This  last  was  later  changed  to  read:  “Pastor  and  Church  Council.”) 
“By  resolution  of  the  congregation,  the  hour  for  sessions  was  set  from 
9  to  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  beginning  March  19,  1922.” 


OUR  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT 


“Teach  them  the  good  way  wherein  they  shall  walk.”  1  Kings  8:36, 
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Although  the  Sunday  School  as  such  was  in  existence  for  a  number  of 
years  previous  to  this  time,  no  systematic  routine  had  been  adopted,  nor 
are  there  any  substantiating  records  from  which  information  could  be 
obtained.  Nevertheless,  the  original  Sunday  School  formed  the  ground¬ 
work  upon  which  the  new  Sunday  School  was  built  and  from  which  its 
officiating  staff  was  selected  with,  of  course,  a  few  new  teachers  that  the 
new  system  made  essential. 

The  enrollment  was  103,  including  the  members  of  the  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  was  instituted  at  this  time,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the 
department  will  be  entering  the  special  quarters  provided  in  the  new 
church  edifice  on  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  its  inception.  Mention  is 
made  in  the  minutes  that  the  St.  Paul’s  Missionary  Society  generously 
supplied  three  dozen  kindergarten  chairs  for  the  new  department. 


“I  will  give  them  a  heart  to  know  Me,  that  I  am  the  Lord.”  Jer.  24:7 
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From  the  beginning,  the  Sunday  School  grew  steadily  and,  at  present, 
numbers  two  hundred  twenty-five  active  members,  including  officers  and 
teachers;  with  fifty-four  in  the  Primary  Department,  ninety-four  in  the 
Grades  and  fifty-four  in  the  Bible  Classes.  There  are  twenty-one  regular 
teachers  with  seven  sub-teachers  who,  of  course,  are  members  of  the  Bible 
Class,  and  two  officers. 

Aside  from  its  regular  work,  the  Sunday  School  assisted  in  raising 
funds  for  Mission,  and  for  indigents,  for  which  there  is  a  special  com¬ 
mittee,  as  well  as  supplied  funds  for  the  new  church  building.  Obviously 
it  is  also  a  very  valuable  missionary  agency,  inasmuch  as  it  opens  the  way 
to  homes  of  many  unchurched. 

Superintendents  who  served  the  Sunday  School  during  its  existence 
are:  Mr.  George  Krull,  1922;  Mr.  Edwin  Sahr,  1922-25;  Mr.  Alfred 
Jaenecke,  1926-29;  Mr.  Albert  Stolzenburg,  1930-37.  Miss  Elsie  Nablo  has 
faithfully  served  as  secretary  since  1922. 


OUR  BIBLE  CLASSES 


“Thou  therefore  which  teachest  another,  teachest  thou  not  thyself?”  Rom.  2:21. 
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“She  stretched  out  her  hand  to  the  poor,  yea  she  reached  forth  her  hands  to  the 
needy.”  Proverbs  31,  20. 
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THE  LADIES’  AID 

The  Ladies’  Aid  was  organized  in  1903,  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor 
Philip  Laux. 

At  first  the  society  met  once  a  month  on  Sunday  afternoon.  They 
discussed  a  few  business  matters  and  listened  to  the  reading  given  by  the 
pastor. 

St.  Paul’s  Ladies’  Aid  has  contributed  liberally  to  charities  and  mis¬ 
sions  and  has  always  been  willing  to  serve  meals  to  conferences  of  pastors 
and  teachers,  and  other  special  occasions.  The  new  gown  of  the  pastor  is 
a  gift  of  the  society. 
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“A  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.”  Prov.  31:30. 


The  past  fifteen  years  the  Ladies’  Aid  has  concentrated  on  raising 
funds  for  the  new  church.  The  congregation  is  indebted  to  the  society 
for  the  sum  of  $8,037.00.  In  addition,  the  Ladies’  Aid  purchased  the  beau¬ 
tiful  window  in  the  gallery.  We  know  the  society  will  also  be  of  great 
help  in  liquidating  our  debt  on  the  new  building. 

The  present  membership  of  the  society  is  about  100.  The  officers  are: 
President,  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Dornfeld;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Fritz; 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  George  Nantke ;  Financial  Secretary.  Mrs. 
Harold  Buicke ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  George  Zuch. 


‘‘Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth;  be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  con¬ 
versation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.”  I  Timothy  4,  12. 
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OUR  SENIORS  AND  JUNIORS 

In  1897  the  first  Young  People’s  Society  was  organized  and  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  young  men  of  the  congregation.  In  the  year  1909  the  congre¬ 
gation  granted  permission  to  the  Young  Men’s  Society  to  reorganize  and 
admit  the  young  ladies  of  the  congregation  as  members  of  the  society. 
Shortly  after,  the  society  became  affiliated  with  the  International  Walther 
League. 

The  Senior  society  numbers  thirty-five  members  and  the  Juniors, 
thirty  members. 

The  chief  aim  of  the  league  is  to  keep  the  young  people  with  the 
church  and  make  intelligent  and  energetic  church-workers  of  them.  The 
Walther  League  program  is  carried  out  in  the  meetings.  The  church 
papers,  such  as  the  Witness,  the  Walther  League  Messenger,  and  also  the 
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THE  SENIORS 


“Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth.”  Eccles.  12:1. 
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American  Lutheran,  are  placed  in  the  Public  Library.  This  year  the 
league  arranged  a  fine  Lenten  display  in  the  window  of  a  local  store. 
The  Seniors  have  been  active  in  the  local  Talent  Quest  and  have  taken 
first  place  in  many  of  the  contests.  At  Christmas  and  Easter  the  Seniors 
go  caroling  and  bring  joy  and  cheer  to  the  shut-ins  of  the  congregation. 

The  officers  of  the  Senior  Walther  League  are:  Wilbert  Richert, 
president;  Cora  Sahr,  Vice-President;  Helen  Dornfeld,  Secretary;  Donald 
Schnell,  Financial  Secretary;  James  Graf,  Treasurer. 

The  officers  of  the  Juniors  are:  Robert  Neumann,  President;  Norman 
Zimmerman,  Vice-President;  Arlene  Freeh,  Recording  Secretary;  Virginia 
Bodea,  Financial  Secretary;  David  Stolzenburg,  Treasurer. 
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OUR  JUNIORS 


“Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good.”  Psalm  37,  3: 
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ST.  PAUL'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

Feeling  the  need  for  an  organization  that  would  be  able  to  take  care 
of  minor  and  miscellaneous  charitable  and  missionary  endeavors  not  spe¬ 
cifically  provided  for  by  the  congregation  in  its  annual  budget,  a  group 
of  young  ladies  set  about  to  organize  a  society  for  this  purpose. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Pastor  Schmidt,  the  first  meeting  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  November  1,  1915,  at  which  time  a  constitution  was 
drawn  up  and  adopted  giving  the  society  the  name  of  St.  Paul’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  and  its  object — to  promote  interest  for  Mission  and  its 
support.  Forty-two  members  were  enrolled. 

From  the  beginning  the  society  enjoyed  a  steady  growth  until  1921 
when  it  consisted  of  one  hundred  forty-three  members.  That  was  perhaps 
its  peak  year;  from  that  time  on,  its  membership  began  to  diminish  and 
now  the  society  numbers  forty-eight  members. 

During  its  existence,  many  Lutheran  institutions  as  well  as  indi¬ 
viduals  were  assisted  in  various  ways,  among  them,  Foreign  and  Home 
Missions;  namely,  Chinese  Missions,  Negro  Mission  of  the  South,  Buffalo 


OFFICERS  OF  MISSION  CLUB 
Miss  Agnes  Krull;  Mrs.  Arnold  Gombert;  Miss  Theo  Nablo; 
Miss  Pauline  Dornfeld:  Miss  Elsie  Nablo 


“I  had  rather  be  a  doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  wickedness.”  Psalm  84:10. 
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Institutional  Mission;  Wheatridge  Sanitarium,  Colorado;  Springfield 
Seminary;  Bethesda  Lutheran  Home  and  The  American  Publicity  Bureau. 

It  assisted  in  the  purchasing  of  Bibles,  Prayer  Books  and  Tracts  for 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  serving  in  the  World  War;  in  furnishing  funds 
toward  the  education  of  students  in  India;  in  making  and  gathering  gar¬ 
ments  and  supplies  for  various  Missions  and  Institutions  both  here  and 
abroad,  and  assisting  our  own  Church  in  numerous  ways — the  principal 
one,  at  the  present  time,  being  the  supplying  of  flowers  for  both  regular 
and  special  services  as  far  as  is  consistently  possible. 

Certainly,  the  need  for  the  work  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Missionary  Society 
is  still  existent  and  it  is  the  earnest  purpose  of  the  society  to  continue  its 
services  along  the  lines  stipulated  in  its  constitution;  namely,  to  promote 
interest  in  Mission  and  its  support. 


THE  USHERS 


'“I  must  work  the  works  of  Him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day 
the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work.”  John  9:4. 


ST.  PAULS  MEN’S  CLUB 


OFFICERS  1937 


President . 

Vice  President . 

Recording  Secretary- 
Financial  Secretary.. 
Treasurer . 


. Wilfred  Fritz 

Franklin  Stolzenburg 

. Edward  Wilson 

. Fred  Witkop 

...  Louis  A.  Dornfeld 
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APRIL  18  -  22 

SUNDAY,  April  18,  10:00  A.  M. 
DEDICATION  SERVICE 
Sermon: 

The  Rev.  A.  G.  Merkens,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Mr.  A.  F.  Nuoffer  at  the  organ. 

3:00  P.  M. 

DEDICATION  SERVICE 
Sermon: 

The  Rev.  Dr  J.  W.  Behnken,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Miss  Erma  Meyers  at  the  organ. 

7:30  P.  M. 

DEDICATION  SERVICE 
Sermon: 

The  Rev.  Louis  J.  Sieck,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
The  Rev.  Paul  Boester  at  the  organ. 

MONDAY,  April  19,  8:00  P.  M. 
GERMAN  SERVICE 
Sermon: 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Goerss,  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

TUESDAY,  April  20,  8:00  P.  M. 
Service  featuring 
CHRISTIAN  DAY  SCHOOL 
and 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sermon: 

The  Rev.  Frank  Schwarz,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

WEDNESDAY,  April  21,  8:00  P.  M. 
Service  featuring 
LADIES'  AID,  MEN’S  CLUB, 
and 

YOUNG  PEOPLE. 

Sermons: 

The  Rev.  Carl  Frankenstein 

and 

The  Rev.  Martin  Bruer. 

THURSDAY,  April  22,  8:00  P.  M. 
ORGAN  RECITAL 
by 

Miss  Erma  Meyers, 
assisted  by 

The  Niagara  Lutheran  Chorus. 
ADDRESS:  The  Rev.  F.  Th.  RUHLAND 


CONCLUSION 


May  the  Lord  continue  to  abide  among  us  with  His  blessing!  May  the 
pure  doctrine  of  God’s  Word  be  proclaimed  in  the  new  house  of  worship 
unto  the  salvation  of  many  souls ! 

Abide,  O  dearest  Jesus, 

Among  us  with  Thy  Word, 

And  thus  now  and  hereafter 
True  peace  and  joy  afford. 

Lord,  lead  us  as  Thou  pleasest;  but  bless  us  and  grant  that  we  may  be 
a  blessing  to  others.  We  commit  our  dear  church  and  all  that  is  ours 
unreservedly  into  Thy  keeping.  O  Father,  we  do  not  fear  to  say:  “Deal 
with  us  as  it  pleaseth  Thee,”  for  Thy  will  is  good,  and  Thou  doest  all  things 
well. 

It  is  Thy  will  that  whosoever  seeth  the  Son  and  believeth  on  Him  hath 
everlasting  life.  Advance  us  on  the  way,  through  trials  or  amid  joys,  over 
obstacles  or  surrounded  by  blessed  opportunities,  in  faith  and  patience,  to 
eternal  glory.  Amen. 
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